
higherlevel,if we’rearesponsiblegovernment,weshouldonly bespendingfreemoney
if we would be preparedto spendour own. He is not surethatwe’reat that point. If
themoneywerereturned,we oughtto trust thatotherpeoplewouldn’t wasteit, and it
would beusedperhapsfor a betterpurposethanwhatwe have. Freemoneyshouldn’t
compelanything.
Siemborski- It’s not freemoney. No onesaidwe’respendingfreemoney.It’s agrant
wecompetedfor andwereawarded.
Atton - Anotherpoint is therearelotsof safetyissueson ChagrinRiver Road. As we
go north from Old Mill to theedgeof the village, thereareall thosecurves,people
going 45 mph. He hasseenlots of accidents,actualaccidents,somefatalitieshave
happenedon thatstretchof roadoverthelasttenyears.Hewondershow far $250,000
could go to addressingthebroadersafetyissueson ChagrinRiver Road,particularly
wherehe lives just northof Mayfield Road. He is worriedaboutwhetherthis is value
for moneycomparedto alternatives.He is worriedaboutbeinga little frivolousabout
grantedmoney. If forcedto voteon what’son thetableright now, hewould votefor
the bridgeand for the lower endcomingtowardstheCommunityHouse. He would
voteagainstthesectionnorthfrom Colvin to theschoolparkinglot.
Siemborski-Are we requiredto beADA compliantor do we havelatitude?
Biggert- It is agrantrequirement.
Siemborski- Do the ADA requirementsrequiretheflashinglightsandthosetypesof
things,or aretheyrequireddueto theschoolzone?
Courtney- There’sa combinationof standardsbeing applied. There’s the ADA
standardas it relatesto slope,slopelength,crossslopeof thesidewalk,width of the
sidewalk.Thenthere’salsoODOTstandardsbecausethisisastateroute.Thesidewalk
andthecrosswalkhavebeendesignedconsistentwith theADA andODOTstandards.
Press- If wedogoaheadwith the project,it would be niceraestheticallyto do a red
brick sidewalklike in front of theHuntClub thanit would to doasphaltpaving.
Broome- Suggestedmovingthe25 mphsigncurrentlyjust northof thebridgefurther
north on River Roadto wherethesign is thatsays25 mph zoneis aheadwould bea
significantsafetyimprovement.If we wereslowingthecarsthere,it would give usa
chanceto do someradarenforcementon Glenwood. He is awareit wasnot an easy
thing thatwent into loweringthespeedlimit on River Roadfrom 50 to 40 mph.
Courtney- We would needto makeaformal applicationto thestatefor anychangeof
thespeedlimit onastateroute. Wevery likely mighthavetocompleteacomprehensive
safetystudyshowingwhy theloweringof thespeedlimit is justified. Therewould be
a potentialcostimplicationwith respectto studiesrequiredto justify our position.
Deacon- Wouldn’t thefactthatthere’saschoolparkinglot therebeingusedfor student
transportationor schoolpurposesmakeadifferenceif we’re makingapplication?
Courtney- Thosearecertainlythingsthatswingin favorof loweringthespeedlimit.
Turner- This is a really gooddiscussion.Shehatesto losesightof theimportanceof
thebridgethough. After hearingfrom theresidents,adrawingof thebridgeandwhat
goesbeforeandafter,asiteplan,availableat thenextmeetingwould assistin coming
to someconsensus.
Deacon- Therearesomevery nice photos. If you went to the ARB and got some
feedbackon whatwould look good,it would look really nice.
Onysko- Thereferencestonightto characterof thevillageareall tied towardsvisual.
The characterof Gates Mills isn’t just visual - it’s safety, it’s welcoming, it’s
accessibility.Let’s notjust limit thecharacterof GatesMills towhatyousee,butabout
thefeel of thecity andhow welcomingit is.

At 1:06:51 theMayor invited theaudienceto commentat themicrophone:
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Dr. Birnbaum,Colvin andChagrinRiver Road- The proposedsidewalkproject is a
solution in searchof a problem. The concernbeing raisedis limited to the summer
campwhich operatesonly 5-6 weekseachyear. In morethan50 years,therehasnot
beenasingleincidentto justify suchanundertaking.Tospend$250,000on asidewalk
thatwill neverbeusedis neitherreasonableor responsible.Childrenat thecampplay
on theschoolgrounds,andwhenwalking to theCommunityHouse,they travel down
Colvin, notChagrinRiver Road. Theyarealwaysescortedin smallgroupsby adults.
A sidewalkalongChagrinRiver Roadwould permanentlydiminish the aestheticsof
ourcommunity. Theonly outcomeof this projectwould bea lastingreminderof how
$250,000waswasted;fundsthatcould bedirectedtowardawide rangeof meaningful
projectsthat actually benefit the residents. He commendsthe Mayor, David, and
Sandrawho took the time to meet him in person,walk the property,and carefully
evaluatethe facts. He is disappointedtheremainingCouncilmembersdid not extend
thesamecourtesyto himselfor hisneighbors- manywerenotevenawarethisproposal
wasunderconsideration.A far moreeffectiveandfiscally responsibleapproachwould
beto implementsimpletargetedmeasuressuchasaseasonalcrossingguard,additional
signage,or visible police presence.Thesesolutionswould cost next to nothingand
would addresstheconcernin aprudentandproportionateway.

JaredCapella,Chagrin River Road- As the most impactedpropertyowner on this
project,hepointedout oneinconsistencyin the Mayor’s statementtonight. Basedon
thedrawingshesees,yes,his fenceline won’t be impactedbecauseof theutility pole
movement.However,his fenceline wherethepedestrianbridgewill be kinks toward
thesidewalk,andthatkink will haveto comedown. Am I mistaken?
Siemborski- Thekink will probablygetstraightenedin line with your fence- we will
look at thekink.
JaredCapella- There’salsoan elevatedbed with evergreentreesthroughwhich the
sidewalkwill be placed. He and his surveyorbelievesomeof the treesaregoing to
comedown. His concernwith that is the lossof privacy that heandhis family have
enjoyedon their beautiful decksincepurchasingthe housein 2014oncethe bridge
bringspeople12-14feet closer. After deliberatingwith Ariel, if this projectwereto
moveforward,theyaregoingtobemovingoutof GatesMills. CouncilmemberOnysko
hasstatedthatGatesMills is acommunityof inclusion.

SuzanneSnelson,Presidentof the Friendsof the Library - The village hasthe full
supportof theFriendsof theLibrary on this issue. Wedid contributeasumof money
afterevaluatingapreliminaryschematicatthattime. Wewould havepreferredit come
downtheeastsideof ChagrinRiver Roaddirectly to thelibrary, yet westill thoughtit
was a valuablechangefor the school to be connectedto the village and library -
especiallysince the school has lost their library becauseof increasedenrollment.
Recentlyshesawon Facebookthat thestudentstook a walk down to the village on a
beautifulday. Thestudentscometo thelibrary for all of theiremergencypreparedness.
It isn’t justthecamp,andweneedto taketheschoolintoconsideration.Sheencourages
a commitmentto a fully fundedproject. Sheappreciatestheconcernsof neighboring
residents,thinks there’sa way to make it work, and encouragescooperationand
following through. Aesthetically,the brick looks greatdown by the Hunt Club, but
there’snobrick uphereexceptfor thewalkwayto thevillagehall. A standardconcrete
cementwould flow moreeasilyto theconcretethat’scurrentlyhere.
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ResolutionNo. 2025-36remainson secondreading.

15. ResolutionNo. 2025-37(SecondReading)startsat 1:55:54

“A ResolutionAuthorizing theMayor to Enterinto a Contractfor EmergencyRepair
to theOld Mill RoadatCountyLine RoadStoneCulvertandDeclaringanEmergency”
wasreadby theMayor. Wediscussedthis lastmonth. Thequotereceivedat thattime
wasabovethestatebid limit, sowehadto bid theprojectinsteadof receivingquotes.

TheVillage EngineerrecommendsSiteworxLLC build theprojectfor $88,035,
andthat is for theawardof Section1 andSection1A #16only.

CouncilmemberBroomemovedthat the rulesrequiringordinancesto be read
on threedifferentdaysbesuspendedandthatResolutionNo.2025-37beplacedon its
final passage.CouncilmemberPresssecondedthemotionto suspendtherules.

Ayes: Atton, Broome,Deacon,Onysko,Press,Steinbrink,Turner.
Nays: None
Motion carried.

Councilmember Press moved to approve Resolution No. 2025-37 and
CouncilmemberBroomesecondedthemotion.

Ayes: Atton, Broome,Deacon,Onysko,Press,Steinbrink,Turner.
Nays: None
Motion carried.

TheVillage Engineeranticipatesstartingby themiddleof October,andnoted
Section1A #16providesmoneyto addresssafetyconcernsraisedby Councilmember
Deaconlastmonth. Fencingwill beput behindtheguardrailalongthetopof theslope
makingit moreapparentthatit’s adangerousarea.TheMayoraskedwhat’sthechance
$88,000will not be enoughmoney. Village EngineerCourtneyreplied he doesn’t
anticipatethatgiventhemethodof repair.

16. ResolutionNo. 2025-41(First Reading)startsat 1:59:45

“A ResolutionAcceptingthe Ratesas Determinedby the BudgetCommissionand
Authorizing the NecessaryTax LeviesandCertifying Them to theCounty Auditor”
wasreadby theMayor. This is a housekeepingitem requiredby theCounty.

CouncilmemberSteinbrinkmovedthattherulesrequiringordinancesto beread
on threedifferentdaysbesuspendedandthatResolutionNo.2025-41beplacedon its
final passage.CouncilmemberTurnersecondedthemotionto suspendtherules.

Ayes: Atton, Broome,Deacon,Onysko,Press,Steinbrink,Turner.
Nays: None
Motion carried.

CouncilmemberSteinbrink moved to approveResolutionNo. 2025-41and
CouncilmemberDeaconsecondedthemotion.
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CouncilmemberBroomemovedto go into ExecutiveSessionto considerthe
acquisitionof propertyfor public purposesand to obtain legal advicefrom our Law
Director. CouncilmemberTurnersecondedthemotion. CouncilmemberPresswould
like to heartheLaw Director’sview on beingmorespecificaboutwhatpropertyweare
talking about. The responsewas we’re going to be discussingsomevery sensitive
potentialnegotiationson propertyandonceyou put thatoutthereto thepublic, it skews
everythingwith respectto negotiationson real property.

Ayes: Atton, Broome,Deacon,Onysko,Press,Steinbrink,Turner.
Nays: None
Motion carried.

At 2:25:51 CouncilmemberOnyskosharedhehasdevelopedawebsitethatwill
bean appallowing everybodyon Council to communicatewith our constituentsin a
real time manner. It’s not endorsedby thecity right now. Therearecategoriesand
thentopicswithin thosecategories.Wherethisdiffers from socialmediais thatsocial
mediais very transient,but with theappwecanput our thoughtsout thereandwecan
havequestionsandanswerson thosetopics,andthetopicsdon’t goaway. Thetopics
stay. Pleasesignup. Theaddressis forum.gatesmills.appOneotherthing,weshould
registergatesmills.gov

Executivesessioncommencedat7:58p.m.

MayorSiemborskireconvenedthemeetingat 8:54p.m.

21. Businessfrom theAudience- None

22. Adjourn

Therebeing no further business,it wasmoved by CouncilmemberBroome,
secondedby CouncilmemberPress,andunanimouslycarried,that thecouncilmeeting
beadjourned.

BethDeCapite,Clerk

Approved:

StevenL. Siemborski,Mayor
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